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DARLING RANGE — POLICE 
412. Mr M. HUGHES to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to driving down crime across Western Australia, and 
reversing the shocking rate of crime that occurred under the Liberal–National government. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call the member to Dawesville to order for the first time. Start the question again. 
Mr M. HUGHES: I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to driving down crime across 
Western Australia, and reversing the skyrocketing crime rate that occurred under the Liberal–National 
government. Can the minister update the house on how Western Australians, in particular the people of 
Darling Range, have been made safer since the election of the McGowan Labor government? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Kalamunda for his question, and his interest in community safety in Western Australia. 
Quite rightly, we are very focused on driving down crime rates in this state. That is why we are well underway in 
delivering on our commitment for 138 additional police officers. That is why we are tackling methamphetamine, 
with our meth action plan, and there will be 100 additional police officers and 20 others working on that 
alone. Already, we have seen decreases in crime. In the financial year to date, compared with the same period in 
2016–17, we have seen crime against the person go down by two per cent. We have also seen property offences 
go down by eight per cent. They are significant decreases. We have also seen drug offences decrease by 
11.5 per cent, and I note that we have had record drug seizures—in this financial year alone, 1.4 tonnes. 
But what do we see from the opposition? We see a scare campaign. There is a by-election on, so the opposition is 
running a dastardly, dirty little scare campaign. It does not have a single positive idea for Darling Range, but it 
puts out this rubbish. Talk about Twitter rubbish. Did the Leader of the Opposition endorse this? Did he endorse 
his shadow Minister for Police putting out this nasty rubbish? 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Mr Speaker, I recall you ruled on the use of props in the Assembly earlier this year. 
The SPEAKER: You can handle papers—it is other things. However, if the member wants that piece of paper 
laid on the table, he can ask the minister to do that. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I dare you! I am more than happy to lay on the table for the remainder of today’s sitting 
this Twitter effort by the member for Hillarys, in which he states that, during the past year, crime in Mundaring 
has increased by 39 per cent, in Serpentine by 18 per cent and in Kelmscott by 12 per cent. Does the Leader of the 
Opposition endorse those figures? What period of time is that over? He has endorsed it. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Numbers never were his strong point. 
The SPEAKER: Treasurer, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I thought the Leader of the Opposition was good with numbers, but apparently he is not. 
He is letting his police spokesperson peddle lies to whip up the community in Darling Range, to whip up this 
crime — 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: The minister will withdraw the comment about lying, please. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I withdraw, Mr Speaker. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The opposition is trying to whip up a frenzy in Darling Range to make out that there is 
some kind of crime epidemic happening there. The opposition has nothing positive, and this is just a fear campaign. 
This is what the Liberal Party has become. It wants to scare the people of Darling Range into voting Liberal. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, please—all the noise. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will tell the member for Kalamunda what the facts are, because he has asked the question. 
In this financial year, compared with the last financial year, crime is down 9.2 per cent. 
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Mr P.A. Katsambanis: March to March! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys, you do not shout across the chamber. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Members opposite are saying “March to March” because they want to pluck out just one 
month, and compare those limited figures from one month—March in one year to March in the following year. 
I note they did not want to compare October to October, because that showed a 48 per cent decrease in crime. They 
did not want to compare November to November — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! You have asked the question. You are getting an answer. The next person who shouts, 
I will just start calling you all to order. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: If they compared November to November, they would get a 32 per cent decrease in crime. 
Let us compare one month with one month—not nine months; one month with one month. That is what they based 
their statistics on. If we compare the whole financial year with financial year, we find out that crime in Byford 
has — 

Several members interjected.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Listen! I know members opposite do not like to hear about crime decreases, but Byford 
has decreased by 13 per cent. 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Kelmscott has decreased by 19 per cent—not increased by 12 per cent, but decreased by 
19 per cent. In Jarrahdale, crime has decreased — 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: I have just about heard enough, members. We will cancel question time in a moment if this 
rabble continues. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: In Jarrahdale, crime has decreased by 31 per cent. In Mundaring—I have got news—it 
has not increased by 39 per cent; it has in fact decreased by 19 per cent financial year on financial year. From what 
I can gather from members opposite, they are saying they did not deliberately set out to deceive; they just do not 
know their maths. They just made a mistake. I do not think so.  
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